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Abstract

Juristic rulings (Al-Ahk@m Al-Shar’iyyah) constitute the cornerstone of Islamic jurisprudence (Figh). The
Science of Usul al-Figh (Islamic Legal Theory) is fundamentally dedicated to establishing the precise rules and
methodologies that govern the process of deduction (Istinbat) and the extraction of these rulings from their
primary sources, chiefly the Qur'an and Sunnah. Central to this methodology is SharT'ah Analogy (Al-Qiyas
Al-SharT), which represents one of the most vital proofs relied upon in jurisprudence, as it links the ruling of
a new incident to that of a textually mandated incident due to their shared Effective Cause (Illah). Ascertaining
this Effective Cause is the greatest analytical challenge facing the jurist (Mujtahid). Consequently, the Uslls
devoted significant efforts to establishing the "Methods of Ascertaining the Cause" (Masalik al-Illah). These
are the systematic ways that enable the jurist to identify the Cause, distinguishing between those Causes
explicitly stated by the Lawgiver (known as the Transmitted Methods (Al-Masalik An-Nagliyyah) like Explicit
Text and Consensus), and those that must be inferred through intellectual deliberation (known as the Rational
Methods (Al-Masalik Al-'Agliyyah) or Methods of Deduction). Among these Rational Methods, the Method
of Indication (Maslak AI—Tme_l') is considered one of the most subtle and prominent, relying heavily on
understanding the context and verbal contextual clues (Al-Qar@'in Al-Lafziyyah) to extract the Cause which

was not explicitly mentioned in the text.

This research, therefore, aims to shed light on this crucial UstIT methodology. It will clarify the concept of
Masalik al-Illah and elucidate its main types; dedicate an in-depth analysis to the Method of Al-Tma’
defining it linguistically and technically; and explain its detailed sub-sections and forms (such as associating the
ruling with a description using the particle Fa’, or arranging it based on conditional clauses), all supported by
authenticated scriptural examples. This detailed analysis ultimately aims to confirm the precision of the Usull
methodology in inferring the Effective Causes, and to highlight the significance of Al-Ima’  as an essential
tool for linking rulings to their appropriate attributes, thus serving the Objectives of the SharT'ah (Maqasid al-
SharT’ ah).

Keywords: Ustl al-Figh (Islamic Legal Theory), Ahkam Shar’iyyah (Juristic Rulings), Istinbat (Deduction),
Qiyas (SharT'ah Analogy), Masalik al-Illah (Methods of Ascertaining the Cause), Maslak Al-Tma’ (Method
of Indication)
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