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Abstract
Haji Sahib Turangzai () emerged as a pivotal figure in the freedom struggle of the Indian Subcontinent and

the moral and educational revival of the Muslim Ummah. Far more than a freedom fighter, he was a visionary
reformer, educator, and spiritual guide who dedicated his life to the uplift and unity of his people. In an era of
British colonial repression—marked by political subjugation and moral decline—Haji Sahib launched a
comprehensive reform movement rooted in the revival of Islamic values and the reconstruction of Muslim
identity on spiritual, ethical, and educational foundations. He firmly believed that genuine independence could
not be achieved through political emancipation alone, but required spiritual awakening, moral purification, and
the restoration of Islamic education. Under his guidance, mosques were transformed into centres of learning
and moral instruction; un-Islamic practices were discouraged; and local Islahi Jirgas replaced colonial courts,
restoring justice to its communal and ethical roots. His message inspired Muslims toward self-reliance,

discipline, and resistance to colonial domination.

To consolidate the intellectual and spiritual basis of his movement, Haji Sahib established independent
madaris that combined religious instruction with practical training, nurturing individuals who were spiritually
enlightened and socially conscious. These institutions also served as centres for moral reform and, when

necessary, resistance, offering basic military training to prepare students for anti-colonial struggle. Deepl
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influenced by Sheikh-ul-Hind Maulana Mahmood al-Hasan (), Haji Sahib developed an extensive network

of madaris and reform centres throughout the frontier region. This network later became an ideological
nucleus for the Silk Letter Movement and subsequent freedom efforts. This paper critically examines Haji
Sahib Turangzai’s reformative, educational, and revolutionary contributions, highlighting how his integrated
approach to faith, education, and reform rekindled the Islamic spirit, moral strength, and collective
consciousness of Indian Muslims—Iaying an enduring foundation for political freedom through spiritual

renewal and intellectual empowerment.
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