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Abstract

This research paper presents a comprehensive analytical study of Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (508-597 AH), one of the most
prominent scholars of the Islamic intellectual tradition. Renowned as a historian, muhaddith, theologian, jurist, and
spiritual critic, Ibn al-Jawzi’s scholarship spans an extraordinary range of disciplines. This study highlights the key
aspects of his personality, lineage, education, major teachers, and distinguished students, along with an overview of his
prolific literary contributions, which exceed three hundred works. Special emphasis is placed on his methodological
approach in hadith studies, jurisprudence, and historical writing. A significant portion of the research explores Ibn al-
Jawzi’s critical stance toward certain Sufi practices, analyzing the reasons behind his objections, the scholarly context of
his critiques, and the conciliatory explanations provided by later authorities such as Imam Abdul Haq Muhaddith
Dehlvi and Shaykh al-Zarruq. The paper also sheds light on Ibn al-Jawzi’s balanced understanding of orthodoxy, his
commitment to safeguarding Islamic teachings from innovations, and his nuanced engagement with both juristic and
spiritual traditions. Finally, the study examines his ethical thought, personal reflections from Sayd al-Khatir, and the
circumstances surrounding his imprisonment, repentance, and death. This research concludes that Ibn al-Jawzi remains a
towering figure whose intellectual legacy continues to shape Islamic thought across various disciplines.

Keywords: Ibn al-Jawzi, Hadith Scholarship, Islamic Thought, Sufi Critique, Scholarly Methodology, Intellectual
Legacy
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