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Abstract

This study presents a critical and comparative analysis of Hinduism through the perspectives of Muslim and
Orientalist scholarship, focusing on its historical, intellectual, and cultural dimensions. Drawing primarily on
the works of Abu Rayhan al-Biruni and Klaus Klostermaier, the research examines how two distinct
epistemological frameworks interpret the complex and fluid nature of Hindu traditions. Al-Biruni’s approach
is characterized by linguistic immersion, cultural sensitivity, and an effort toward objective documentation,
while Orientalist scholarship often employs historical-critical and analytical methodologies shaped by modern
academic paradigms. The study explores key themes such as linguistic barriers, social structures, religious
pluralism, and the evolution of Hindu thought, highlighting both convergences and divergences in
interpretation. It also critically evaluates the limitations inherent in each perspective, including issues of bias,
methodological assumptions, and contextual constraints. By juxtaposing classical Muslim scholarship with
contemporary Orientalist analysis, the paper underscores the necessity of a balanced and interdisciplinary
approach to understanding Hinduism. Ultimately, the study argues that a nuanced synthesis of these
perspectives offers a more comprehensive and accurate understanding of one of the world’s most complex

religious traditions.

Keywords: Al-Biruni, Kitab al-Hind, Klaus Klostermaier, Hinduism, Comparative Religion, Orientalism,
Sanskrit, Indian Historiography
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“Nobody will deny the importance of knowing Sanskrit and the intrinsic value of

Sanskrit literature for Indian studies. After all, Sanskrit was the language of

Brahmin scholarship for thousands of years, and Sanskrit literature constitutes

an irreplaceable treasure-house of the literary achievements of many

generations of Indian poets, scholars, and thinkers. One must not forget,

however, that several times in Indian history successful attempts were made to

break the monopoly of Sanskrit learning by expressing important ideas and lofty
thoughts in other languages:
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“Transliterations from Hindi have been treated in the same way as those from
Sanskrit, since it uses the same script. Although in spoken Hindr the short -a of
the last syllable of a word is usually not articulated (a Hindi speaker will say

Ram instead of Rama, Siv instead of Siva) the syllable letters are the same in
Devanagari as in Sanskrit and thus have been fully transliterated.”’
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“The internationally adopted system of transliteration of Sanskrit into English
has been followed throughout. Sanskrit vowels have by and large the same value
as their Italian counterparts. A macron above a vowel sign indicates a doubling
of the length: @ = aa. Consonants broadly correspond—with some exceptions—
to their English equivalents. Among the more notable differences are the
numerous aspirates: th is not pronounced like the English th in theater but is a
double consonant like the t-h in hot-house; j and ¢ and their aspirates are
pronounced like dsh.”°
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“The ancient Persians, who occupied the lands west to the Indus River called

the whole country lying across the Indus River Sindh and its inhabitants
Sindhus, a designation that was later taken over by the Greeks who succeeded
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them and resulted in the now commonly used designations of India and Indians.
The Muslims, who began invading India from the eighth century onward, used
the term Hindu as a generic designation for non-Muslim Indians, identical with
“idol worshipers.” In the 1830s Englishmen, writing about the religions of
India, added -ism to Hindu and coined the term Hinduism, making an abstract
and generic entity out of the many diverse and specific traditions of the
Hindus. %
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“The Vedas, the oldest literary monument of the Indian people, a collection of

hymns composed in an archaic Sanskrit, are universally considered the

foundational scriptures of Hinduism. The authors of these hymns called

themselves Aryans, “Noble People.” The date of the composition of these hymns

and the original habitat of the Aryans have become one of the most contested

issues in Indian studies. The polemical literature has reached such dimensions

and the emotions have been raised to such heights that only a sketch of the

controversy and some hints about its ideological background can be given in
this place. ’??

- 434 - @m



AL-HAYAT Research Journal (HR]) Volume2 Issue 2 (Jan-Mar 2025)

Z:Ji-‘at‘lgfﬁ&id}k‘:(y;}%:fwgdﬂdl&-wu“ ufugjc«pfﬁu,?J;ij.ﬁQ’}'Fiﬁd:uf)ﬁ«z,g;
4o Qa5 Bt STl T a0 ) (S DU L I 57 e e 7 ) ke pb AT T 15
DA AAE Lo ok e L Nule e\ S Ui nSelioslers £ G asar J P9 FE oe 2 L
‘uggc' S 3

/?%96/Vy4ﬁu&u9101ujL/uﬁji,u’lJ/?K@/L",J/%’l{’//’/}{‘fy/t‘ﬂﬂLufﬁﬁfuﬁ/»u’!é_&)/ga
JulLji}gﬁﬁ/géagjkédyy.@}!/u/ﬂ%Ji}!Kc'._/(/@é}j/ﬂ//j}?},}(u/uf.’Ldf“urdﬂvgwﬁf/]iﬂLJ_/
Iujé»&fujjjd&g//(}féffLL@QQVuﬁ;";h’;l/&lJJI;JI:?/?&&@MC}}@/L“&;@

}"/3'ujo)kic;dﬂoﬁu?&ﬁdlf;“lufxﬁu:c)lj}."./(}ﬁlgJdg}g;yd/u’!‘¢¢n/3gu};‘d?uf*§u’i"

23"‘LJU:>'!o‘/duﬁayuuf;/l,éab?béd";LJV

WS T e Ead st nd Sl s 6T L e 1 G S UT UG S § P s 2 ¥
Ladlﬁfu/’;fl‘ggfa,l//:gﬁalbédﬂf

“This putative “Aryan invasion” was dated ca. 1500 bce, and the composition

of the hymns of the Rgveda was fixed between 1400 and 1200 bce. The Aryan

invasion theory was conceived on pure speculation on the basis of comparative

philology, without any archaeological or literary evidence to support it. It was

resisted as unfounded by some scholars from the very beginning. In the light of

recent archaeological finds, it has become less and less tenable. Nevertheless,

the Aryan invasion theory, recently downgraded to an Aryan migration
theory %4
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“In the absence of reliable evidence, they postulated a time frame for Indian

history on the basis of conjectures. Considering the traditional dates for the life

of Gautama, the Buddha, as fairly well established in the sixth century bce,
supposedly pre-Buddhist Indian records were placed in a sequence that seemed
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plausible to philologists. Accepting on linguistic grounds the traditional claims
that the Rgveda was the oldest Indian literary document, Max Miller, a greatly
respected authority in Veda studies, allowing a time span of two hundred years
each for the formation of every class of Vedic literature and assuming that the
Vedic period had come to an end by the time of the Buddha, established the
following sequence that was widely accepted: Rgveda, ca. 1200 bce, Yajurveda,
Samaveda, Atharvaveda, ca. 1000 bce, Brahmanas, ca. 800 bce , Aranyakas,
Upanisads, ca. 600 bce %
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“Based on the early dating of the Rgveda (ca. 4000 bce) and on the strength of

the argument that Vedic astronomy and geometry predates that of the other

known ancient civilizations, some scholars have made the daring suggestion

that India was the “cradle of civilization.” They link the recently discovered

early European civilization (which predates ancient Sumeria and ancient Egypt

by over a millennium) to waves of populations moving out or driven out from

northwest India. Later migrations caused either by climatic changes or by

military events, would have brought the Hittites to western Asia, the Iranians to

Afghanistan and Iran, and many others to other parts of Eurasia. Such a
scenario would require a complete rewriting of ancient world history '

J’g‘aL"/'/d‘llfﬁJug.ﬁo}()l’”q’]ﬁﬁu‘a/mkﬂl:éjH‘}?uﬁu»yL/vc«}d/dg;Jlmé/t‘F:ﬁu(,gﬁ
G 8 DU 206U e 17 G B0 23 JonsFostol 6o 7 s S e AL Lslo1e 8 J
S A 3T F S P s et U e plrir b3 Sl S 2 S d? e
;.l;}’.lJ%lj/f)/;!d/gu(uwgbu!/nlJu;jﬂ/“ld”?Q‘/T/g%u/}';”lb(:‘(uﬁ;@!&/”fﬁuf%Ka«kﬁbdﬁu’u;;}’.,«}'&yil.
e Pk LAL ST it e T o o
§ g I D SEE LGB S di Qb L PP et 51 L U a5 i
28 e F e e ST G 1o i Qi S 7 S AT i S S AT e UL
615 Loyt et K s Sk 51 Uy e lf e etls S| LA
el sl Q61 (et 015 sk U7 & 3P U1 L g G sl K17 L Ui 2B G 3
u‘am.{ﬁdrhéO’LéJ!:/'L/&L"JJUU/;ujLUuﬁcdlfd/g/u:’/ﬂfévgﬁé i,
Mo L LFILE w5 e FeFmas )
uﬂmuufé”JKJ/c,!L&”@,Juumfg}tu:uuszj,,{?aj.LcMJutgfuggfé,/fwfLw
a2

-436- @m



AL-HAYAT Research Journal (HR]) Volume2 Issue 2 (Jan-Mar 2025)

L B TR L 1 U s B e S e 22 I s Sl Bty Ut s

2y o J T 7 L ptf AT LS sad Ul FHE 2 PSSP L/fguf
KT A Knnstle £ s

ST /;g.;’/t,fu:/?)ugac.éﬁﬁngf sl SUMENS —a S Sms S ‘ac/g B2y
_.,fudl""éfu:‘;u&(/"&wJymugfca&wu?u‘f,u/vgJ”’Luliﬁ+uujmfd%ﬁ2§%¢xﬁ,ﬁ
‘Ldﬂ(f‘(bé,Jff&j/)i&C:JL.};U)I‘LE!}/J/L:S‘&./:}oﬁyug’/_;?'%!LU};’;’f‘Lngf:ﬂ’b’m’l/iungéuj}
_‘gg‘ff;u}l/’mmngu’fu:?/“/‘ful:fmé_umu:u?

e Uzt Ugme Sed 3G aTE i 2 166 ST K usme st ugar S GiT b i e el Ui Fulg
320 Ul 2 BT Ul U2 153 80 A B et e 6 e SIS A It sl G e ) B i
g o e o o mn RS oSV s A L Sl P s ot p S 72 S Usis s S
_‘Llfﬂjfﬂ&{m{ngimL&;ﬂc_%gf;‘%@mmL;ﬁ,muu»é&:?;o;i'gff/ﬂ%_w%u/ﬁjGL

D/IK/;Z.,{!u%-u}&@é@mﬁf‘&wéﬁzﬂgv@tLuluﬁjs_‘agﬁwﬁ@/;lz(ﬁmr'gﬂﬁf
Istugd sl bd AL U nd o S et Sl LIz S LTS i 2 o B e /2
c._,f,zduz;u/,;‘agu’f/%t/fKaw;yL%uf)Lusmé_&,/:.)t,?L/ufug.u’fo/}fdi’//ﬂj;dﬁé
uL iF L
TS UssR1-1

&‘W&&/{’/Jﬂ/’}g
“While over 80 percent of Indias population are Hindus, with a total
population estimated at 1.3 billion, that leaves a considerable number of non-
Hindus who in some way or other interact with the Hindu majority ’*°
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“The largest group, no doubt, are the Muslims. Even after partition, which was
intended to give to Indian Muslims a homeland of their own in Pakistan, over
120 million Muslims live in todays India. The coexistence of this large minority
with the Hindu majority often is an uneasy one: centuries of conflict have

created a permanent, latent tension that, at the slightest provocation, flares up
into a riot—often with great loss of life and property on both sides !
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“The Sikhs, long counted as close to Hindus, have also been asserting their own
religious and cultural identity. They constitute only about 2 percent of Indias
population. They are strongly concentrated in the Punjab, where they claim to
have a majority. Not all Sikhs are convinced that they need a separate

Khalistan, but the more extremist faction did not shy away in the last decades of

the twentieth century from terrorism and murder to press the claim. Happily the
situation has calmed down now.

P st a b ST 3t S ot & ST g B a5 S e o o f L Uil 2 F

ugmg.m/fJuwuwi‘ﬁfuzufuu’i(t?-ugifw;chjfwujuqujanéﬁsqf/@u:b,g%?ui‘/'u:r
Kzlﬁiwddﬁi%aﬂ_‘at’ﬁ%!K/‘ju’l//ndi'géa/lbfuld;/fofmufu;fll)ﬁgv@{d/dﬂu:rf’u/'://.:l,":f'l

-¢

E/;li/z/)ld)ﬂéb»j_4
g/v%gﬁ‘uﬂﬂﬁgu}‘/'i-}‘f&/ﬁf:ﬁu/i+J¢§J)ﬁ):ﬁqm{.u!;ﬂgf@/cjf‘ng‘&;wLﬁ;}g

¥

“Around thirty million Indians are Christians, divided into a great many
different churches and denominations. Tensions between Christians and Hindus
have increased over the past decades, mainly over the issue of Christian
missions. There are about seven million Buddhists, four million Jains, a few
hundred thousand Parsis and Jews—all of them with a long Indian history of
their own. 3
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“India is a large country and has always contained a considerable part of the
earth’s population, roughly one-sixth at present. India’s civilization in all its
aspects—material, intellectual, artistic, spiritual—is a major component of
world civilization and has been so for the past five thousand years at least.
Learning about India widens our horizons and makes us better understand what
it means to be human and civilized. "
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“Hinduism, as a way of life embraces all aspects of Indian culture. This Survey,

while focusing on those expressions of Hinduism that are “religious” in a more

specific sense, cannot leave out other aspects of life and culture that in the West

are no longer connected with religion. Hindu “religion” has a metaphysical

core, and it provides a spiritual interpretation to life in its entirety. Hinduism

always left much freedom to its adherents to choose among many options, and it

exerted—except in matters that had to do with sectarian discipline and caste
rules—little pressure on its followers in matters of faith and belief™**
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“More than eight hundred million of Indias over one billion people call
themselves Hindus. In addition, some fifty million Hindus are living outside
India: eighteen million in Nepal, the only country that has declared Hinduism
its state religion, fifteen million in Bangladesh, three million in Sri Lanka, two
million in Pakistan, the rest all over the world. North America is by now home
to about 2.5 million Hindus, and most major cities have Hindu temples, often
replicas of classical Indian temples executed by traditional Indian craftsmen.
Hindu gurus have become very visible in the West during the past few decades
as promoters of a faith that many young Westerners adopted as their own. The
establishment of fairly large, permanent Hindu communities around temples in

North America is already leading to what has been called the Hinduization of
America
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“For many centuries India had been a distant and mysterious land to
Westerners. Since the Age of Discovery—and it is an interesting coincidence
that the discovery of America took place as the result of Europe’s search for
India— India has become increasingly familiar to the West. The West realized
that India had more to offer than spices and markets, and in turn India gave up
its initial reserve, opening up its treasures of literature and culture to Western
scholars. India’s ancient heritage is readily accessible today
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“These developments have enormous practical consequences, which we cannot

fully explore in the context of this book. However, it should be clearly

understood that the caste structure of Hinduism is much more flexible in many

more ways than previously assumed and that the meaning of caste in India has
changed, but its importance is not diminished.
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“The word caste, derived from the Portuguese casta, is not really an adequate

translation of the original Sanskrit term varna and is apt to generate wrong

associations connected with the traditional Indian social structure. \We have to

keep this in mind when using it. In ancient Indian literary documents the origin

of the traditional Indian social structure is associated with the creation of

humankind: the purusa-sitkta of the Rgveda dramatically explains the origin of

humankind out of the sacrifice of the primeval purusa and his dismemberment,

out of his mouth originated the Brahmanas, from his chest came the Ksatriyas,
from his belly issued the Vaisyas, and from his feet the Sidras.
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“From as far back as we know the distinction of varnas, and later the further

division of jatis, based upon it, had multiple aspects. Varna originally means

“color,” not “caste.” It was for a long time understood by Western scholars to

refer to skin color, a differentiation between the supposedly fairer skinned

“Aryan invaders” and the darker skinned earlier inhabitants of India. D.

Bernstorff in a carefully argued study suggested that varna originally did not

refer to skin color but designated the four directions identified by white, black,

red, yellow according to which the participants were arranged during the Vedic
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