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Abstract

This study presents a critical and analytical examination of ijtihad-based differences among the classical Imams
of Islamic jurisprudence and explores their legal status, underlying causes, wisdoms, and merits. Juristic
disagreement (ikhtilaf) is not a sign of contradiction within Islamic law, but rather a natural outcome of
scholatly effort in interpreting the Qur’an and Sunnah where texts allow multiple meanings or lack explicit
detail. The research identifies key causes of these differences, including variations in textual interpretation,
principles of hadith authentication, methodological diversity in legal reasoning, and the influence of socio-
cultural contexts. It further highlights the wisdom behind such diversity, emphasizing its role in facilitating
legal flexibility, removing hardship, and accommodating changing circumstances across time and place. The
study also discusses the positive contributions of juristic disagreement to intellectual development, preservation
of evidences, and promotion of tolerance and mutual respect among scholars. Concluding that these
differences represent a source of strength rather than division, the paper underscores their enduring relevance in

addressing contemporary legal and social challenges within the framework of Shari ‘ah.

Keywords: Ijtihad, Juristic Differences, Islamic Jurisprudence, Legal Status, Causes of Ikhtilaf, Wisdom and
Merits
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