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Abstract
Following the establishment of Pakistan, when the process of restructuring political, social,
and cultural institutions began, significant developments also took place in the fields of
language and literature, particularly in the discipline of Lexicography. This study examines the
evolutionary trajectory of lexicographical studies in Pakistan, analyzing their intellectual
foundations, methodological trends, and scholarly contributions within a critical and
analytical framework.
The research places special emphasis on the historical and academic role of the Urdu
Dictionary Board, which undertook the monumental project of compiling “Urdu Lughat
(Tareekhi Usool Par)” based on the model of the Oxford English Dictionary. This work not
only defines word meanings but also documents their etymology, semantic evolution, and usage
across different literary periods, supported by authentic textual evidence from classical and
modern Urdu literature. The study highlights that this project represents a milestone in
Pakistani lexicography and serves as a fundamental resource for contemporary linguistic and
literary research.
Furthermore, the paper critically examines the individual contributions of prominent scholars
such as Shan-ul-Haq Haqqi and other linguists who played a pivotal role in shaping modern
Urdu lexicography. Their work transformed dictionaries from mere repositories of meanings
into analytical tools that reflect linguistic, cultural, and social dimensions of language.
The study also explores the tradition of Arabic Urdu lexicography, given the central role of
Arabic in Pakistan as the language of the Qur’an and Islamic scholarship. Dictionaries such
as Al-Qamoos Al-Waheed, Misbah-ul-Lughat, Al-Munjid (Urdu translation), and Lughat-ul-
Quran are analyzed as scholarly works that go beyond simple translation, providing detailed
explanations of morphology, syntax, semantics, and contextual usage, particularly in religious
texts. These dictionaries have served as an intellectual bridge between Arabic-Islamic heritage
and Urdu linguistic scholarship.
The research concludes that Pakistani lexicographers have successfully preserved the classical
lexicographical tradition while attempting to integrate it with modern linguistic principles,
including Phonetics, Etymology, and Sociolinguistics. However, it also identifies significant
gaps in meeting the demands of the digital age, particularly in terms of online accessibility,
corpus-based lexicography, and advanced digital search functionalities.
In light of these findings, the study recommends that future lexicographical work in Pakistan
should combine historical depth, literary documentation, contemporary linguistic theories, and
digital technology. Such an integrated approach would enhance the scholarly value,

accessibility, and practical utility of dictionaries for researchers, students, and general readers
alike.
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"A lexicographer is a harmless drudge who plods through the rubbish of language to pick out the pearls of
meaning."’
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