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Abstract

This article presents a comprehensive study of Altaf Hussain Hali as one of the most prominent
pioneers of reformist poetry in modern Urdu literature. Hali played a crucial role in
transforming the function of poetry from ornamental expression and traditional aesthetics into
a powerful tool for social reform, moral guidance, and intellectual awakening.
The study highlights the major artistic characteristics of Hali's poetry, including simplicity and
clarity, emotional sincerity, realism, and a strong Islamic orientation. These features made his
poetry accessible to the general public and highly effective in conveying reformist ideas across
different layers of society. His straightforward and uncomplicated language contributed
significantly to the wider dissemination of Urdu literature.
A major focus of the article is Hali's contribution to Urdu literary criticism through his seminal
work Mugaddama-e-Sher-o-Shairi, which is considered one of the earliest systematic attempts
to establish modern literary theory in Urdu. In this work, he defined the purpose of poetry,
linked literature with life, and strongly criticized blind imitation of Persian literary traditions,
advocating instead for a rational and reality-based literary taste.
The article also emphasizes Hali's reformist vision, particularly in his famous poem Madd-o-
Jazr-e-Islam, where he vividly portrays the rise and decline of the Muslim community, urging
moral revival, education, and adherence to Islamic values.
In conclusion, Altaf Hussain Hali emerges not only as a poet but also as a social reformer and
literary thinker who reshaped Urdu literature by integrating form, content, and purpose,
thereby laying the foundation for modern reformist and critical traditions in Urdu literary
history.
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