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Abstract

This research paper presents a comprehensive historical and critical analysis of the evolution of Western
Orientalist studies on the Qur'an from the medieval era to the twenty-first century. It traces the shifts in
Orientalist methodologies, beginning with the polemical and defensive apologetics of the medieval
period marked by scholars like John of Damascus and Ricoldo of Montecroce and transitioning into
the relatively balanced, linguistic endeavors of the Enlightenment era led by figures such as George Sale
and Nicholas of Cusa. During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the introduction of source
criticism and redaction criticism (by scholars including Abraham Geiger, Theodor Néldeke, Richard
Bell, Arthur Jeffery John Wansbrough sought to frame the Qur'anic narrative, vocabulary composition
within Jewish, Syriac and Christian traditions. In the contemporary era, scholars like Gabriel Said
Reynolds and projects such as Corpus Coranicum have shifted the focus toward intertextual approaches,
examining the Qur'an’s unique literary discourse alongside late-antique theological traditions.
Ultimately, the paper underscores the critical necessity for Muslim scholarship to objectively engage
with and critically evaluate these modern Western analytical paradigms to effectively respond to

Orientalist skepticism through robust intellectual and textual discourse.
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De Haeresibus (The Heresy of the " 0 o4* o i G UL 2— J:':'ﬁ’ e il J&VT R PPCavI] St
_:ujéui’ "Ishmaelites).
"Elsewhere, John of Damascus viewed the Qur'an as a book "worthy only of laughter."”
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"Islam was the most far-reaching problem in medieval Christendom, calling for action and discrimination

between the possibilities of Crusade, conversion, coexistence commercial interchange."”
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"John of Segovia translated the whole Spanish Qur'an into Latin by himself. In order to surpass the older Latin

translation, he tried to translate Arabic way of expressing." 10
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" Muhammad's basic impulse was good—his eye was upon the path to God revealed to men imperfectly by Moses

and fully by Christ he sought to guide the heathen Arabs to this path and make it easy for them. The Muslim well

arose from a sound spring, even though heretical Christians and corrupting Jews poisoned it the self-interest

which made Muhammad into a tool of the devil ultimately perverted it." 2
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"Not only was Muhammad's starting intention valid, but the work he produced, the Qur'an, is of genuine religious
merit. It contains much that is sound and incorporates a great deal of truth. It is a work heavily influenced by the
Old and New Testaments, whose reflected light illuminates it at many points. "Si quid pulchri, veri et clari in

. . . s qs s s cen . . nl3
Alcoran reperitur, necesse est, quod sit radius lucidissimi Evangelii" (Cribratio, I, 6).
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"This point of view also provides the rationale which brought Nicholas to that favorite concept of our day: the
idea of a dialogue. Writing to his friend John of Segovia, he welcomed the idea of a conference with the Muslims:
"Non est dubium medio principium temporalium, quos Teucri sacerdotibus praeferunt, ad colloquia posse
perveniri, et ex illis furor mitig"abitur, et veritas se ipsam ostendet cum profectu fidei nostrae.' In this hopeful
view of the constructive value of a 'dialogue' (colloquium)... Nicholas of Cusa is perhaps more a child of our time
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than of his own."
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"Since we now have the Turk and his religion at our very doorstep, our people must be warned lest. With these

weapons his Qur'an must be refuted.""’
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"The Koran, Commonly Called the Alcoran of Mohammad: Translated into English from the Original Arabic;

with Explanatory Notes from the Most Approved Commentators, to Which Is Prefixed a Preliminary

. 24
Discourse."

WIASBEL b L2 TS Uty fe p b Lma b R EIFS L 55 mtn £ g T F Ut
wa%uwgtﬁufuv&]‘}fué )@ul.)f”ﬁ)’gum{//u_wuwu‘fgt@/w}‘"/uﬁ&wﬁmLﬁ»&_ﬂ(«r
m/u’Mm@uéﬂLﬁ/,rlublu"‘jdy@jw?ubLﬂ&u/ut’/"L(Sale)Jf”‘&;g&Jﬂ}Q}g
w_ g S
:6T6(Source Criticism) (% (il tBi5 L
Send 510 £ GE 2 (1859) Origin ofspecies_ms/‘!'[/7)%?/:2.;@/1%/? Lumﬁ‘ﬂ/lgm_,uﬁc U ae
G. Beer, Charles ( Sisk & bl (T3 U Ul GF U7l b f ol G o £ UL s crd ol U B
SAPILs & Ky % F dia gl :..../_Jn& 7 (Source Criticism) Darwin,"Encyclopaedia Britannica 5 (1872), 495
;ayuwm{_w"*utuf/"&tbxéut,y/ﬁédff&,u‘!dmut "What did Muhammad Take from Judaism ?" ("
HE ie Sloot b K1 Sibl o S0 e i d 3 Fao TS Sl e asf SEY it
U
"The first scholar who wanted to follow in Geiger’s footsteps—after nearly halfa century— is Hartwig Hirschfeld,
whose doctoral research focused on the Jewish elements in the Koran.48 Israel Schapiro was planning a

collection of all the Haggadic elements in the Koran but so far only the first part has been published, i.e., his

StraBburg doctoral thesis on the STira Joseph (12).49 Everything that he offers does not serve to throw light on the
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Koran itself but only on its interpretation. A timely rewriting of Geiger’s work would be highly desirable. Its 1902

reprint, falsely called a revised edition, is a regrettable mistake."*
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