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Abstract

The Sunnah of the Prophet - comprises his sayings, his actions and his tacit approvals (tagrlr). Taqrlr denotes the
Prophet’s approval of a statement or an act of a Companion that took place in his presence or came to his knowledge
without his disapproving of it. Among its forms, approval through silence (al-taqrir bi al-suktlit) has received the
greatest attention in Islamic legal theory, whereas approval expressed through the Prophet’s smile or laughter (al-
taqrlr bi al-tabassum) has seldom been studied as an independent category. This article first examines the root g-
r-r in the classical Arabic lexicons and in the Qur’an, and shows that its core meanings of stability, settlement and
tranquillity underlie the technical notion of taqrir. It then defines al-taqrir bi al-tabassum, distinguishes it from
approval through silence, and sets out five criteria by which a smile carrying legal significance may be identified:
the Prophet’s knowledge of the act, the connection of the smile to that act, the absence of any subsequent
disapproval or correction, contextual indicators of approval, and the relevance of the act to a legal ruling. In the
light of these criteria, seven narrations from the Hadith literature are analysed together with the views of the
commentators and jurists. The study concludes that a Prophetic smile accompanied by these indicators is a clearer
sign of approval than silence alone, although the rulings derived from it may still remain subject to juristic
disagreement.

Keywords: Hadlith al-Taqgrir, tacit approval, Prophet’s smile, al-tagrir br al-tabassum, Sunnah
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