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Abstract

This article examines the transformation of Muslim—Christian relations in the second half of the twentieth
century, focusing on the emergence of formal interreligious dialogue as a mode of engagement qualitatively distinct
from the polemics and disputations of earlier centuries. Using a historical and analytical method, the study traces
the institutionalisation of dialogue in the wake of the Second Vatican Council, notably through the establishment
of the Secretariat for Non-Christians in 1964, renamed the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue in 1988,
and of the World Council of Churches” Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies in
I971. It surveys the guidelines these bodies produced, the international consultations they convened, and the
contribution of Muslim organisations, governments and individual scholars, among them Mohamed Talbi and
Ismail Raji al-Farugqj, to the dialogical process. It further identifies the academic centres and scholarly groups,
including the Groupe de Recherche Islamo-Chrétien, Hartford Seminary and the Selly Oak centre in Birmingham,
that have sustained this engagement. These developments are situated within their political context: decolonisation,
migration to Western Europe and North America, the Lebanese civil war, and conflicts in Iran, Algeria and Nigeria,
which demonstrate that religious and political factors can seldom be neatly disentangled. Attention is paid to the
internal diversity of both communities, contrasting the polemical writings of Ahmed Deedat with the liberation
theology of Farid Esack, and evangelical apprehension about Islam with the more inclusive outlook of theologians
such as John Macquarrie. A discussion of the Trinity and tawhid shows how linguistic and doctrinal
misunderstandings have shaped mutual perceptions. The article concludes that the most fruitful model for future
relations is that of fellow pilgrims in search of a truth whose full extent neither community has yet grasped, and
that sustained, critical and intellectually demanding dialogue remains indispensable, even where it yields no

consensus.

Keywords: Muslim—Christian dialogue; Second Vatican Council: World Council of Churches; interreligious

relations; religious pluralism
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W, Second Vatican Council (Vatican II)

@. Pope Paul VI (Giovanni Battista Enrico Antonio Maria Montini) (d. 1978)

@) pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue

@ World Council of Churches — WCC

). Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies

©. Office on Inter-Religious Relations

D Louis Gardet (d. 1986)

®. Joseph Cuoq (d. 1986)

© Maurice Borrmans (d. 2017)

(o, Secretariat for non—-Christians, Guidelines for a Dialogue between Christians and Muslims, Ancora, Rome, (1969).

:.Lf(b'}‘/LujL/}{-(:lu%ili/u KU
Maurice Borrmans, Orientations pour un Dialogue entre Chrétiens et Musulmans, 2nd ed., Cerf, Paris, (1981).
LA Az 52 K1
Maurice Borrmans, Guidelines for Dialogue between Christians and Muslims, tr. R. Marston Speight, Paulist Press, Mahwah NJ, (1990).
e d LRy AL v

Ibid, P. 115-121.

2. Guidelines on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths

a9, Issues in Christian—Muslim Relations: Ecumenical Reflections

a9

o World Council of Churches, Guidelines on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths, WCC Publications, Geneva, (1979).

(] Office on Inter-Religious Relations, Issues in Christian-Muslim Relations: Ecumenical Relations, WCC Publications, Geneva, (1992).

@1s)
- Broummana

9. The Search for Human Understanding in Dialogue
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an, Chambésy

9. Christians and Muslims in Dialogue in the Future

a9, Stanley J. Samartha and John B. Taylor (eds.), Christian-Muslim Dialogue: Papers Presented at the Broumana Consultation, World Council of Churches,
Geneva, (1973).
(ces2 416301566 5 ups S8 16U

@, Hofburg Academy

@Y. peace for Humanity

©D_ Andreas Bsteh (ed.), Peace for Humanity: Principles, Problems and Perspectives of the Future as Seen by Christians and Muslims, Vikas, Delhi, (1996).

(cams2r 2836274282 UGS 551 2 Pl 2 ol SLZ 1K)
@
:é;é Lu?ﬁ(r%l;)&wcc))djfu)wufbf
®  Christians Meeting Muslims: WCC Papers on Ten Years of Christian-Muslim Dialogue, World Council of Churches, Geneva, (1977).
e Stuart E. Brown (ed.), Meeting in Faith: Twenty Years of Christian-Muslim Conversations Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, WCC
Publications, Geneva, (1989).
o Maurice Borrmans, “ The Muslim-Christian Dialogue of the Last Ten Years”, Pro Mundi Vita(Brussels), No. 74,(1978).
o Maurice Borrmans, Guidelines for Dialogue between Christians and Muslims,P. 115-121.
e
o Maurice Borrmans, “Le Séminaire du Dialogue Islamo-Chrétien de Tripoli (Libye) (1-6 Février 1976)”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 2,(1976),P. 135~
170.
[ David Kerr and Khurshid Ahmad (eds.), “Christian Mission and Islamic Da‘wah”, International Review of Mission, Vol. 65,(1976), P. 365-460.
(O lahss e Ao 36 L 1982 Uiisty £ $ 5T L)
. Thomas Michel, “The Rights of non-Muslims in Islam: An Opening Statement”, Journal of the Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs,Vol. 6, (1985),p. 7-

@5

20.

(-ufnétﬁ(ﬁ;ufu’"@;Jujrdwg/j;;mus/;?(f;;:’:g/?m;gugédﬁu’/,uul’)iﬁd’gj/?w Sl u 251
en)
[ John Hick (ed.), Truth and Dialogue, Sheldon Press, London, (1974).
®  EricJ. Sharpe, Comparative Religion: A History, 2nd ed., Duckworth, London, (1986), Chapter 11.
en
Munawar Ahmad Anees, “The Dialogue of History”, in Munawar Ahmad Anees, Syed Z. Abedin and Ziauddin Sardar, Christian-Muslim Relations:
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, Grey Seal, London, (1991),P. 13.
e P U st s JFEE Y
C.McVey, “Preface”, The World of Islam, special issue of New Blackfiiars, (February 1990), P. 56.
:é;ut:_/glum”ul e
Ataullah Siddiqui, Christian-Muslim Dialogue in the Twentieth Century, Macmillan, London, (1997), Chapter 11.
@9, St George's House, Windsor
SO patriarchate's Orthodox Centre
:Lg;ﬁru:.,t"fds@»o//dﬂ{uu 6D

Maurice Borrmans, Orientations pour un Dialogue entre Chrétiens et Musulmans.
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(32)

- PISAI

(33)
(34)

35)

Cit

36)

37

38)

(39)

“40)

41

42)

“3)

(45)

(46)

7

(48)

(49)

(50)

(52)

(53)

(54)

(55)

(56)

57

(58)

(59)

(60)

- Mohamed Talbi, “Unavoidable Dialogue in a Pluralist World: A Personal Account”, Encounters, Vol. 1,(1995), P. 62.
- Pope John Paul 1T (Karol Jozef Wojtyta) (d. 2005)

- Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, Recognize the Spiritual Bonds which Unite Us, Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, Vatican

y,(1994),P. 137-142.

(WomkE e L o1414/51993.8121398/ 19782 037 e (Fs e fds 7S S A AN L 1l st )

- Royal Institute for Interfaith Studies

- El Hassan bin Talal, Christianity in the Arab World, Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, Amman, (1994).

(UntDE g1 R A 19982 LIS Ib 6T
Encounters: Journal of Inter-Cultural Perspectives

University of Balamand

- St John of Damascus Faculty of Theology

- Tarek Mitri (ed.), Religion, Law and Society: A Christian-Muslim Discussion, WCC, Geneva, (1995).

- N. Michael Vaporis (ed.), Orthodox Christians and Muslims, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, Brookline MA, (1986).

(S Ceted i s lE U g Jedd S a8 T3y A

- Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies—PISAI

)

®  Mohamed Talbi, “Les Réactions non Catholiques a la Déclaration de Vatican II ‘Dignitatis Humanae’ — Point de Vue Musulman”, /slamochristiana,
Vol. 17,(1991),P. 15-20.

(] Mohammed Arkoun, “Réflexions d'un Musulman sur le ‘Nouveau Catéchisme””, Islamochristiana, Vol. 19,(1993), P. 43-54.

- Selly Oak

- Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations
- David Kerr (d. 2008)

- Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations

- School of Foreign Service

- Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding

Y. John Louis Esposito (b. 1940, living)

- Connecticut

- Hartford Seminary

- Duncan Black Macdonald (d. 1943)

- The Muslim World

- Samuel Marinus Zwemer (d. 1952)

- Albert Kenneth Cragg (d. 2012)

- Willem Abraham Bijlefeld (d. 2013)

- Duncan Black Macdonald Center for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations

- Groupe de Recherche Islamo-Chrétien—GRIC

:43’_{;“& L&}dz/ﬁ£¢/g/g}%d/u| 1Y

Muslim-Christian Research Group, 7he Challenge of the Scriptures, Orbis, Maryknoll NY, (1989).

:J&L{K_/Tﬁr&/g/d/é;/u&&Vﬁ,«}//vé}"‘fé‘wguﬂyff
(] Robert Caspar, Report on “Religion and the State”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 12,(1986), P. 49-72.

(] Jean-Paul Gabus, “L'expérience de Dialogue Islamo-Chrétien dans le Cadre du GRIC”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 19,(1993),P. 117-124.
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(62), Inter-Faith Network

) pakistan Association for Inter-Religious Dialogue—PAIRD
(69
(] Jean Corbon, “Le Cénacle Libanais et le Dialogue Islamo-Chrétien”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 7,(1981), P. 227-240.
[ Christiaan van Nispen, “L'Association de la Fraternité Religieuse”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 5,(1979), P. 253-2538.
®  Andreas D'Souza, “Dialogue in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 14,(1988),P.211-218.

), Gregorian University

(60)
®  Thomas Michel, “Teaching the Christian Faith in the Faculties of Theology of Turkey”, Encounter(Rome), No. 164,(1990).
®  Tarmizi Taher, “Pancasila Fifty Years On”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 21,(1995), P. 87-94.
(L& (a5 %1 6 JG)
Ibrahim M. Abu-Rabi’, “Christian-Muslim Relations in the Twenty-First Century: Lessons from Indonesia”, Islamochristiana, Vol. 24,(1998),P. 19-35.

(6D

Richard W. Rousseau (ed.), Christianity and Islam: The Struggling Dialogue, Ridge Row Press, Scranton PA, (1985).
!Lacﬁioﬁgiajc)!}’gﬁwﬁlgbulug KU;AL}J;/LJ—K‘
Leonard Swidler (ed.), Muslims in Dialogue: The Evolution of a Dialogue, Edwin Mellen Press, Lewiston, (1992).
), Dialogue and Proclamation
), Jacques Dupuis, S.J. (d. 2004)
(70)

Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue and Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Dialogue and Proclamation’ Reflections and Orientations

on Inter-religious Dialogue and the Proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Vatican City, (1991).
J%m;y’/uu""i/'dismugu,/éuumui» U:Jl/ﬂcp(élﬁ/?/)bf}&/Lrl}‘[?"/gl/.&L?./)l,.)g'b.ff’,u‘d.?L’/,JJ[ﬁ.{Z}u):)
(-‘LJ@U’{U.@.J/}&AIa&dzlﬂéu@diﬁ
A KN 27 U

Michael L. Fitzgerald, Comment on “Dialogue and Proclamation”, Pro Dialogo (Bulletin of the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue), Vol. 28,
(1993),P.23-33.
:uf’/nggLaj?dué.nuﬁg/g &.,«LTJJ@A d/ég»‘/;ﬁ):’
Jacques Dupuis, Towards a Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism, Orbis, Maryknoll N, (1997).
The Tablet,(21 November 1998).
(st BEE 2 F S8 19998A135 865656 o § 6 F 2567199952 16U i 25T)
. _an
®  S.Al-Mani' and S. Al-Shaikhly, The Euro-Arab Dialogue, Pinter, London, (1983).
®  Derek Hopwood (ed.), Euro-Arab Dialogue: Relations between the Two Cultures, Croom Helm, London, (1985).
L] Haifaa A. Jawad, Euro-Arab Relations, Macmillan, London, (1992).
o Jorgen S. Nielsen and Sami A. Khasawnih, Arabs and the West: Mutual Images, University of Jordan Press, Amman, (1998).
). Samuel Phillips Huntington (d. 2008)

3, Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies

79 Charles Philip Arthur George, now King Charles III (b. 1948, living)

a9

HRH Prince Charles, s/am and the West, Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, Oxford, (1993).
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:mdllﬁd"{uﬁgézd;’@ugwf,

HRH Prince Charles, “Islam and the West”, Is/am and Christian-Muslim Relations, Vol. 5,(1994), P. 67-74.

9 Charles Kimball (living)

D Charles Kimball, Striving Together: A Way Forward in Christian-Muslim Relations, Orbis, Maryknoll NY, (1991), P. 1-2.

s, Trappist Monks

7. Charles Eugéne de Foucauld (d. 1916)

60, Groupe Islamique Armé—GIA

G0, Charles de Foucauld, Letters from the Desert, Burns and Oates, London, (1977).

62, Yoruba

@3, Hausa

®, Sagamu

(85)_ Kano

by Leg§ur
The Economist,(31 July 1999).
8D
e John O. Hunwick (ed.), Religion and National Integration in Afiica: Islam, Christianity, and Politics in the Sudan and Nigeria, Northwestern
University Press, Evanston IL, (1992).
®  Hugh P. Goddard, “Christian-Muslim Relations in Nigeria and Malaysia”, in Lloyd Ridgeon (ed.), Is/amic Interpretations of Christianity, Curzon,
London, (2000).
S = 1420000 b L™ Sz AN
- Suad Joseph and Barbara L. K. Pillsbury (eds.), Muslim-Christian Conflicts, Westview Press, Boulder CO, (1978).
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