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Abstract

This article explores the educational reforms and developments during the Ottoman Empire, emphasizing their
historical significance, ideological underpinnings, and institutional growth. Tracing the evolution from the
foundational efforts of Osman I to the far-reaching reforms of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and
subsequent rulers, the study highlights how educational policies were shaped by religious, administrative, and
intellectual objectives. Particular focus is given to the establishment and expansion of madrasas, the integration
of both religious and rational sciences, and the prominent role of scholars in governance and public life. The
paper also examines the evolution of curricula, the emergence of state-sponsored educational institutions, and
the legal frameworks introduced to standardize learning across the empire. Adopting a historical-analytical
approach, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how education functioned as an
instrument of statecraft, a means of cultural preservation, and a catalyst for intellectual advancement in the
Ottoman context.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Educational Reforms, Madrassas, Religious and Rational Sciences, Historical
Analysis
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