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Abstract

This paper critically examines the allegations made by Nonie Darwish, a former Muslim, regarding Islamic law
(Sharia) and its purported origins in traditional Arab laws. Darwish claims that many of the laws in Islam were
borrowed from pre-Islamic Arab customs, an assertion that has sparked significant debate. This study analyzes
Darwish’s views, particularly her argument that the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) copied from the legal
systems of pre-Islamic Arabia. Through a detailed examination of Quranic verses, Hadiths, and Islamic legal
principles, the paper refutes this claim by demonstrating the divine and distinct nature of Islamic law, which is
based on revelation, not pre-existing Arab traditions. The paper further explores the historical context of the
laws in question and their theological and legal foundations in Islam, showing that Islamic law was introduced
as a reform and divergence from the practices of the pre-Islamic Arab world. Ultimately, this paper aims to

clarify the misconceptions surrounding the origins of Islamic law and respond to the criticisms posed b
y P g g P P y

Nonie Darwish.
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!. Nonie Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel Why I Renounced Jihad For America, Israel, And The War On Terror,
2007 Ed.(Publisher Penguin Group, printed in United States of America, 2007), P13. Former Muslims United.
(www.formermuslimsunited.org).

2. Darwish, in her book Now They Call Me Infidel, writes, "I renounced Islam to embrace the values of the West,
which are far more in line with my personal beliefs" (Darwish, 2007, p. 13).

% In Cruel and Usual Punishments, she argues, "Islamic law is nothing but the perpetuation of ancient Arab traditions

and customs, which were never divinely inspired" (Darwish, 2008, p. 47).
*Ibid, p. 19-22.

> Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel, 2007, p. 19

¢ Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel, 2007, p. 47

7 Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel, 2007, p. 113-114
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$ Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel, 2007, p. 157
? Darwish, Now They Call Me Infidel, 2007, p. 160
1 Darwish, Cruel and Usual Punishments, 2008, p. 47
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