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Abstract

Al-Damir s Hayat al-Hayawan al-Kubra stands as one of the most distinguished encyclopedic works of the
Islamic intellectual tradition. Composed in the 8th century Hijr1, it represents a unique synthesis of science,
theology, literature, and jurisprudence. Al-DamirT, a distinguished Shafi'1 jurist and scholar of linguistics and
medicine, compiled this monumental text as both a scientific reference and a moral discourse. Arranged
alphabetically, the work documents approximately 931 animals, discussing their linguistic meanings, physical
traits, symbolic connotations, Qur’anic and Hadith references, and the related legal rulings regarding their use
and consumption. Drawing upon earlier authorities such as al-Jahiz, al-Qazwini, and Ibn Sina, Al-Damiti s
work surpasses its predecessors through its comprehensive structure and integration of ethical reflection. His
approach embodies the epistemic harmony of Islamic scholarship—merging reason, revelation, and empirical
observation. The book’s style is multifaceted, blending scientific notes, linguistic inquiry, poetry, anecdotes,
dream interpretations, and medical insights, making it an exceptional example of medieval Muslim
interdisciplinarity. While some later critics, including Mulla Katip Celebi, viewed it as an uneven compilation,
its encyclopedic richness remains invaluable for understanding Islamic perspectives on nature, morality, and
creation. Beyond zoological knowledge, Hayat al-FHayawan al-Kubra reveals how Islamic epistemology linked
knowledge of the natural world with faith, ethics, and social responsibility. In essence, Al-Damiri s
masterpiece reflects the profound integration of science and spirituality in the Islamic worldview,

demonstrating that the study of creation is itself a path to comprehending the Creator.
Keywords: Al-Damiri, Hayat al-Hayawan al-Kubra, Islamic epistemology, zoological encyclopedia, Islamic
scholarship, science and faith integration
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The work in which the author quotes Aristotle contains germs of later theories of evolution,
adaptation and animal psychology. Al-Jhiz knew how to obtain ammonia from animal offal by dry
distillation.
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Of the Arab biologists Al-jahiz, who died about 868 is particularly noteworthy. Among his
biological writings is Kitab-al-Haywan (Book of Animals ) which although revealing some Greek
influence is primarily an Arabic work.(®)
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